
25. Request from the Resource Management Agency to approve the Submission of the
Community Change Grant Program Application for a Community Street Improvement
project: “Matheny Tract Community Enhancement for Improved Sustainability”, in an
amount not to exceed $19,500,000. Approve a Partnership Agreement with Proteus
Inc. to assist with the planning and implementation of the scope of work included in
the Environmental Protection Agency Community Change Grant Proposal, effective
September  24,  2024  through  September  23,  2028.  Authorize  the  Resource
Management Agency Director, or designee, to sign and submit the grant application
once the application is complete. Approve the Notice of Determination Addendum to
an  Environmental  Impact  Report  under  Section  15164  of  the  Public  Resource
Code. Authorize the Environmental Assessment Officer or designee to sign and file
the  Notice  of  Determination Addendum with  the  Clerk-Recorder’s  Office  and  the
State Office of Planning and Research.
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CONTACT PERSON: Celeste Perez    PHONE: (559) 624-7010

SUBJECT: Approve Submission of the Community Change Grant Program 
Application for a Community Street Improvement Project in 
Matheny Tract 

REQUEST(S):
That the Board of Supervisors:

1. Approve the Submission of the Community Change Grant Program Application for 
a Community Street Improvement project: “Matheny Tract Community 
Enhancement for Improved Sustainability” in an amount not to exceed 
$19,500,000; and

2. Approve a Partnership Agreement with Proteus Inc. to assist with the planning 
and implementation of the scope of work included in the Environmental Protection 
Agency Community Change Grant Proposal, effective September 24, 2024 
through September 23, 2028; and

3. Authorize the Chair to sign the Partnership Agreement; and
4. Authorize and direct the Resource Management Agency Director, or designee, to 

sign and submit the grant application once the application is complete; and
5. Direct the Resource Management Agency to provide a signed copy of the grant 

application to the Clerk of the Board.
6. Approve the Notice of Determination Addendum to an Environmental Impact 

Report under Section 15164 of the Public Resource Code.
7. Authorize the Environmental Assessment Officer or designee to sign and file the 

Notice of Determination Addendum with the Clerk-Recorder’s Office and the State 
Office of Planning and Research.



SUBJECT: Approve Submission of the Community Change Grant Program Application 
for a Community Street Improvement Project in Matheny Tract 

DATE: September 24, 2024 - REVISED

1
0
0
2
2

SUMMARY:
In August 2022 the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) was passed. Within this Act, Congress 
created many new streams of federal funding for environmental justice priorities. These 
programs are intended to mitigate the impacts of climate change with a focus on 
investment in disadvantaged communities that have traditionally been left behind by 
federal initiatives.  

One such program under this suite of new funding is the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) Community Change Grant Program. The program was announced and 
opened for applications in late 2023. The program will award on a rolling basis roughly 
$2 billion in funding for projects, which provide meaningful improvements to the resiliency 
of disadvantaged communities in response to changing environmental and climatological 
conditions.

EPA anticipates awarding roughly 150 projects ranging from $10 to $20 million each 
under the program. Of the overall $2 billion available, EPA will allocate roughly $650 
million towards projects benefiting its identified Target Investment Areas (TIA), which 
include Tribes, territories, disadvantaged unincorporated communities, and U.S.-
southern border. 

Working with a technical assistance provider, Tulare County Resource Management 
Agency (RMA) has identified and further developed projects within the Matheny Tract 
Community to submit for this funding opportunity. Matheny Tract is considered a TIA 
under the guidelines of this grant program, and the project satisfies many of the criteria 
outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.

The project includes the design and construction of the North Matheny Complete Street 
proposal, which will include complete curb, gutter, and sidewalks that adhere to the 
American Disabilities Accessibility (ADA) Compliance Act to all the roads on the north 
side of the community. This will allow for improved stormwater drainage, community 
connectivity, and promotion of Active Transportation (walking, biking, and public 
transit).  Staff believes there is only sufficient funds within this grant to complete the north 
side of the community.

An additional project component includes the undergrounding of the Tulare Irrigation 
District (TID) canal that bifurcates the community via Canal Street. This will accomplish 
the “undergrounding” through an irrigation pipe that will flow into the nearby District Basin. 
A decomposed granite walkway on top of the undergrounded canal will provide a 
community path for exercise and recreation. This project component will also reduce 
stormwater and flood risk during precipitous weather.

This project includes a workforce development and community engagement aspect, 
which will be conducted in collaboration with the non-profit organization, Proteus Inc. 
Proteus Inc will offer educational and support services to the residents of Matheny Tract 
through their energy sustainability initiative. Proteus will also contribute the ability to 
procure weatherization, appliance and HVAC / water heater opportunities for the 
residence. A Partnership Agreement must be executed between the County of Tulare 
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and Proteus Inc prior to application submission.   Proteus will conduct Community 
Engagement activities to inform the community of project components and ensure there 
is equitable opportunity for participation.
 
Grant applications are accepted and awarded on a continuous basis through November 
21, 2024, with final notices of award to be announced by the Environmental Protection 
Agency in early 2025. Tulare County RMA anticipates submitting the application prior to 
October 1, 2024. If awarded, the project is required to be completed within 3 years after 
the grant agreement is executed.

The Partnership Agreement is a new requirement for funding eligibility under this 
program. It includes several deviations from County contracting protocol. However, the 
Partnership Agreement does not create any financial or funding obligations between the 
County and Proteus. It also includes provisions that the County and Proteus will enter 
into a new subaward agreement if the proposed application is selected for award, which 
would supersede this Partnership Agreement.  The County standard contracting 
protocols will be revisited and considered as part of the new subaward agreement.

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Notice of Determination Addendum for the approved Matheny Sewer Construction 
Project Grant Environmental Impact Report under Section 15164 of the Public Resource 
Code are allowed and encouraged for later phases of EIR’s (Section 15168), and under 
Tiering (Section 15152), to streamline the environmental process. Section 15152 
encourages tiering if: (f) an analysis shows the later project would not cause significant 
effects that were not addressed in the EIR; (1) cumulative effects have been adequately 
addressed… or (3) significant effects have been adequately addressed through (A) 
mitigation or (B) examined at a sufficient level of detail to show project revisions, or 
conditions, or other means to mitigate or avoid effects. All that is required for Addenda 
under Section 15164 is that none of the conditions have [negatively] changed (requiring 
a subsequent EIR; Section 15162) and the original EIR.  Given there was two EIR’s and 
an MND conducted for the sewer project in the same location that would impact the same 
areas, staff found this project consistent with all the previous environmental analysis 
through the addendum and that the addendum is the right level of analysis that was 
conducted for this activity.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING:
There is no additional net County Cost for the application.

If awarded, there is no funding match required. The project will be fully funded by the 
grant source. Total project cost is approximately $19,500,000. 

Tulare County Resource Management Agency will allocate approximately $198,000 of 
Local Funds for roadway design.
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LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF TULARE STRATEGIC BUSINESS PLAN:
The County’s Strategic Plan includes an initiative to provide for the safety and security of 
the public, which includes the goal of providing a safe transportation infrastructure for 
both motorists and pedestrians.

  ADMINISTRATIVE SIGN-OFF:

  /s/ Aaron R. Bock
  ______________________________
  Aaron R. Bock, MCRP, JD, LEED AP
  Assistant Director-Economic Development & Planning

  /s/ Reed Schenke
  ____________________________
  Reed Schenke, P.E.
  Director

  Cc: County Administrative Office
  
  Attachments: A. Vicinity Map
                        B. Agreement
                        C. Notice of Determination Addendum
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF TULARE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

)
) Resolution No. 2024-0902
)    Agreement No. 
)

IN THE MATTER OF Approve Submission 
of the Community Change Grant Program 
Application for a Community Street 
Improvement Project in Matheny Tract 

)

UPON MOTION OF SUPERVISOR , SECONDED BY 

SUPERVISOR  , THE FOLLOWING WAS ADOPTED BY THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, AT AN OFFICIAL MEETING HELD 

, BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE:

AYES:
    NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

                          ATTEST:  JASON T. BRITT
                                 COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER/
                                 CLERK, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

                             BY:  ______________________________
            Deputy Clerk

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

1. Approve the Submission of the Community Change Grant Program Application 
for a Community Street Improvement project: “Matheny Tract Community 
Enhancement for Improved Sustainability” in an amount not to exceed 
$19,500,000; and

2. Approve a Partnership Agreement with Proteus Inc. to assist with the planning 
and implementation of the scope of work included in the Environmental 
Protection Agency Community Change Grant Proposal, effective September 24, 
2024 through September 23, 2028; and

3. Authorize the Chair to sign the Partnership Agreement; and
4. Authorize and direct the Resource Management Agency Director, or designee, 

to sign and submit the grant application once the application is complete; and
5. Direct the Resource Management Agency to provide a signed copy of the grant 

application to the Clerk of the Board.



1
0
0
2
3

6. Approve the Notice of Determination Addendum to an Environmental Impact 
Report under Section 15164 of the Public Resource Code.

7. Authorize the Environmental Assessment Officer or designee to sign and file the 
Notice of Determination Addendum with the Clerk-Recorder’s Office and the 
State Office of Planning and Research.
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Vicinity Map  
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Attachment “C” 

Notice of Determination Addendum 



NOTICE OF DETERMINATION ADDENDUM 
 
Fee Exempt per Government Code Section 6103  
 
To: ☒ Office of Planning and Research 

1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

 ☒ Tulare County Clerk 
Room 105, Courthouse  
221 South Mooney Blvd. 
Visalia, CA 93291 
 

Lead Agency:  County of Tulare c/o Resource Management Agency 
5961 S. Mooney Blvd. 
Visalia, CA  93277 (559) 624-7000 
Attn:  gmills@tularecounty.ca.gov  and  jwillis@tularecounty.ca.gov  

 
Applicant(s): Tulare County Resource Management Agency 

5961 South Mooney Blvd.  
  Visalia, CA 93277 (559) 624-7000 
 
Subject:  Filing of Notice of Determination in Compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code 
 
Project Title:  Addendum to the Tulare County 2030 General Plan – Matheny Tract Community Change Grant Program Application 
 
State Clearinghouse Number:  2006041162  
 
Contact Person: Gary Mills, Chief Environmental Planner  Telephone Number: 559-624-7199 
 
Project Location: Various locations within the Community of Matheny Tract in unincorporated Tulare County  
 
Project Description:  Tulare County has identified and developed a project within Matheny Tract for submittal of application for 
funding through the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Community Change Grant Program. The project includes the construction 
of the North Matheny Complete Street proposal, which will include curb, gutter, and sidewalks that adhere to the American Disabilities 
Accessibility (ADA) Compliance Act. This will allow for improved stormwater drainage, community connectivity, and promotion of 
Active Transportation (walking, biking, and public transit). The project also includes the undergrounding of the Tulare Irrigation District 
canal that traverses the community along Canal Street. This will be accomplished through an irrigation pipe that will flow into the nearby 
District Basin. A decomposed granite walkway on top of the undergrounded canal will provide a community path for exercise and 
recreation. This project component will also reduce stormwater and flood risk during precipitous weather. 
 
A Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (RDEIR) for the Tulare County 2030 General Plan Update (SCH# 2006014462) 
adopted by the Tulare County Board of Supervisors in August 2012. The Tulare County Board of Supervisors approved General Plan 
Initiation GPI 17-001 to prepare a General Plan Amendment for Unincorporated Community Plans, Hamlet Plans, and Legacy Plans. 
An Addendum to the RDEIR was prepared to address the newly prepared Hamlet and Legacy Plans, collectively identified as General 
Plan Amendment GPA 17-035. The Matheny Tract Legacy Plan, General Plan Amendment GPA 174-29 was one of the 16 communities 
included in GPA 17-035.  The Matheny Tract Legacy Plan consists of multiple components., including the Matheny Tract Complete 
Streets Plan. The Addendum for the Hamlet and Legacy Plans was adopted by the Tulare County Board of Supervisors on December 5, 
2017. The project is consistent with the goals and policies set forth in the 2030 General Plan Update, Matheny Tract Legacy Plan, and 
the Matheny Tract Complete Streets Plan. The project must comply with the applicable mitigation measures identified in the Mitigation 
and Monitoring Report (MMRP) of the RDEIR. 
 
This is to advise that the TULARE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS/PLANNING COMMISSION, as ☒ Lead Agency ☐ 
Responsible Agency, has approved the above-described project on September 24, 2024, and has made the following determinations 
regarding the above-described project: [Check the appropriate box below for each of the six items by clicking on the box] 
 

1. The project [☐ will ☒ will not] have a significant adverse impact on the environment.  
 
2. ☒ An Addendum Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

☐ A Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. 

 

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING AT TULARE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE 

mailto:gmills@tularecounty.ca.gov
mailto:jwillis@tularecounty.ca.gov


☐ A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.  
 

3. Mitigation Measures [☒ were ☐ were not] made a condition of approval of this project. 
 

4. A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan [☒ was ☐ was not] adopted for this project. 
 
5. A Statement of Overriding Considerations [☐ was ☒ was not] adopted for this project. 

 
6. Findings [☒ were ☐ were not] made pursuant to the provision of CEQA. 

 
This is to certify that the environmental document and record of project approval is available to the General Public and may be examined 
at: Tulare County Resource Management Agency, 5961 S Mooney Blvd., Visalia CA 93277. 
 
 
Signature:   Date:    Title: Chief Environmental Planner 
 Gary A. Mills 
 
 
Signature:   Date:    Title: Environmental Assessment Officer 
 Reed Schenke, P.E. RMA Director 
 
☒ Signed by Lead Agency ☐ Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Fees Required 
 ☐ EIR  
Date submitted to the OPR/SCH:  ☐ MND  
 ☐ ND  
 ☒ Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Fees Not Required – Fees Paid 
 Receipt Number:   
 
 
 
Cc: California. Dept. of Fish & Game, 1416 Ninth St., 12th Floor, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resource Code; Reference: Sections 21108, 21152 and 21167, Public Resource Code. 
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